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Aspire, Believe - 
Together Achieve



The Curriculum 



What will our topics be this year?

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year B Super Me Light and 
Dark

Around the 
World 

Down on 
the Farm

Up, up, up! 
Planting and 

growing.

Are we 
there yet?

 A detailed long term plan which shares key texts, enrichments and 
curriculum area focuses for each term has been shared on our class page 
on the school website- See our Explorer Class page. 



 Our EYFS Curriculum holds knowing our children at its heart. Through high quality interactions in a play 
based approach we are able to teach the children by facilitating their play. 

 Our EYFS curriculum is linked to the wider school curriculum, therefore we have carefully planned topics 
that will establish secure foundations needed for a successful educational journey.  Knowledge gained in 
the early years will be revisited and built upon as they move through the school. 

 Where possible we follow the children’s interests. We promote positive attitudes towards learning, 
encourage children to take ownership of their learning and support them in making meaningful links. 

 We provide a high quality continuous provision where the children can confidently revisit, extend and 
master early skills and knowledge. We also enhance our provision with purposeful and stimulating 
resources and materials to ignite curiosity, independence, resilience and to foster love of learning.

 Our EYFS curriculum provides plenty of opportunities for our children to explore our natural world.  We 
are a Church of England school and recognise that the world around us brings so much wonder and awe 
to the children’s lives so our curriculum reflects this.  We want our children to become principled, 
successful contributors to the global community.

 Observing the children regularly allows our EYFS team to ensure all children, no matter their starting point, 
can achieve.  Our ethos is for each individual to aspire, believe and together achieve.  These observations 
feed into our assessment cycle and future teaching and learning opportunities.  These observations are 
meaningful and purposeful to celebrate a child’s progress and to identify next steps.  



Weekly timetable:





Staff Timetable



What does my child need at school?
 Day to day:

Their book bag (with reading record and books), a water bottle, packed lunch (unless hot dinners) and one healthy 
snack (optional). 

Milk is offered to your child until they turn five, once five you will need to pay for milk – please let me know if you need 
another milk form to complete.

We offer one piece of fruit per day, if your child is not the biggest fan of fruit then please send in an alternative healthy 
snack.  

Please remember we are a nut free school.

Hot dinners can be ordered via parent pay- please let me know if you have any difficulties or need login details 
reprinted. 

 To leave in school:

Drawstring bag with spare clothes

 Forest School:

A puddle suit or water proof trousers and a jacket and wellies.  Children can wear joggers on a Friday.

 PE:

A T-shirt the colour of their house (or white), black or navy shorts/joggers and a pair of trainers. Dress in school Term 
1, come into school in PE kit from Term 2.

*Please remember to name everything! 



Working with you in partnership! 

 There will be opportunities through the year for you to come and read with 
the children in the classroom or to help out with craft activities.

 Each term we will plan an event to celebrate the children’s learning with 
you.

 Dojo- We will share wow moments, progress and next steps on the class 
page and on individual portfolios.  

Please be mindful that we prioritise spending time supporting learning in the 
moment as opposed to being sat behind the iPad, but we will aim for a few 
observations per term. 

 You will be able to share your child’s home learning on Dojo Portfolio too!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XCXSBHbMIo 

 Home school links

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XCXSBHbMIo


RWI Phonics 

 Phonics is the method of teaching reading through the identification 
of sounds and graphemes. This will give your children the tools to 
read any word.

 The EYFS Framework and National Curriculum ensure children are all 
taught to read and spell this way. 

 RWI is taught to children learning to read in YR– Y2.

 Children are taught daily in groups based on their stage of reading 
and children are assessed each half term.



Definitions:
 Phoneme-  All words are made up of individual sounds. These sounds 

are merged together to form words.
e.g. in ‘mat’ we have the sounds ‘m’, ‘a’, ‘t’ and 

in ship – ‘sh’, ‘i’, ‘p’

 Grapheme- A grapheme is the written representation of a sound- this 
can be a single letter or a sequence of letters, such as sh, ai, igh.  

So when a child says the sound /t/ this is a phoneme, but when they 
write the letter ‘t’ this is a grapheme.



The English Alphabetic 
Code

We have one of the most complex alphabetic 
codes in the world! 

• 44 sounds to make all the words in the 
English language but only 26 letters!

• This means we have to group letters 
together to write some sounds.

• There are over 150+ graphemes (letter 
combinations)



Speed Sounds – Set 1 and 2 

Using RWI, we make learning to read easier for children because we start by 
teaching them just one way of reading and writing every sound. 



Pure Sounds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I



Blending sounds:

+
Alongside teaching children sounds, we teach them to blend 
sounds to read words e.g. s-a-t, sat. 

This is Fred!
Fred can only talk in sounds.
We use Fred Talk to help children read.



Introducing reading books

Once children know the Set 1 sounds and can sound blend the 
green word cards, they will be ready to read these books.



Red Words

 Some words are not phonetically decodable. We call these tricky 
words or red words. These words need to be learned as sight 
words.

 You can’t Fred a red! 

 These are introduced gradually once the children start learning set 
2 sounds.



Spelling words (segmenting sounds):

 We use Fred Fingers to help children sound out words to spell easily.

 It means they do not have to memorise lists of spelling words.

 It is a tool so they will be able to spell any word. 



Formation

Fine motor activities:
https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-
for-kids/ 

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-for-kids/
https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-for-kids/






Reading 

What books will the children bring home?

-A RWI book – these must be kept in their book bags as they will be 
needed in school as well (to be read at least 3 times during the week 
at home).  This will be changed by your child’s phonics teacher and 
correspond with the sounds taught.

-Oxford Owl – Later in the year, the ditty book/story read in school 
will be assigned on a Friday to read at home online.

-A reading for pleasure book, chosen in the library for you to read to 
your child. 



Why do we encourage the children to read the 
same book at least three or four times?

Accuracy

Fluency

Comprehension

Read and enjoy 



What can you do to support your child with 
phonics at home?

1. Use pure sounds, not letter names
2. Use Fred Talk to read and spell words
3. Listen to your child read their book every day (or at least 3 times per week)
4. Read stories to your child every day
5. Practice forming letters, writing their name, writing words and do lots of fine motor 

activities.

Useful Links:
 Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

 Ruth Miskin Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

 Free e-books for home reading:
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Researchers looked at the impact of parents reading to their children 
in the early stages of their life (0-5).  

They released the following figures to share how many words children 
would have heard by the time they are 5 years old: 

• Never read to: 4,662 words
• 1–2 times per week: 63,570 words
• 3–5times per week: 169,520 words
• Daily: 296,660 words
• Five books a day: 1,483,300 words

One of the impacts of Covid is that children’s vocabulary can be 
delayed- so this is more important than ever! 



Questions 
and 

answers 
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