
 

Bedtime Stories!  
Owl Babies,   Funny Bones 

Bears in the Night, 

Whatever Next, 

Rama and Sita, 

Cinderella , 

Jolly Postman, 

Gingerbread Man, 

Christmas Story 

Communication and Language: 

 Use vocabulary from familiar books and new stories 
in their play.  Focus on story language.  

 Helicopter Stories, story maps, story baskets, etc. 
 Discovering Passions and using these passions to 

become storytellers. 
 Listen and respond to a range of stories. 

 Understand how to listen carefully and why listening 
is important. 

 Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, 
which can be difficult. 

 Following instructions   
 Takes part in discussion. 

 Learn rhymes, poems, songs.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

 Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are 
important. 

 Be increasingly independent in meeting their own 
care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, 
washing and drying their hands thoroughly. 

 Celebrate differences (Jigsaw focus, Diwali, 
Christmas, Children in Need, Black History Month, 
etc). 

 Support children to manage their emotions and to 
consider the feelings of their peers, model resolving 
issues calmly and respectfully.  

  

 Physical Development: 

 Explore a range of large motor skills, such as skipping, 
hopping and balancing on one leg.  Play games like 
musical statues. 

 Use large-muscle movements to wave streamers, 
dance, paint and make marks. 

 Developing their small motor skills through dough 
disco and funky fingers challenges (e.g. threading, 
pinching and squeezing). 

 Increased independence in physical self-care. 

 

Literacy: 

 We will continue exploring the five key concepts 
about print:  
1- Print has meaning 
2- The names of the different parts of a book (title,  

illustration, front cover, back cover, pages, 
spine, blurb, author, illustrator, index. 

3- Print can have different purposes 
4- Page sequencing 
5- We read English text from left to right and from 

top to bottom 
 We will read a range of stories and will become 

confident using storytelling language, such as ‘Once 
upon a time’ and ‘The end.’ 

 We will explore characters, settings and problem 
solving to become the authors of our own special 
stories. 

 Continue with Phase 1 phonics (inc singing phonics). 
 Make up stories with themselves as the main 

character. 

 

 
Mathematics: 

 Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without 
having to count them individually (‘subitising’). 

 Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
 Know that the last number reached when counting 

a small set of objects tells you how many there are 
in total (‘cardinal principle’). 

 Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or 
fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 

 Enjoys and recalls number rhymes and songs, using 
fingers or props to visualise the mathematical 
thinking. 

 Name and select some 2D objects in play, e.g. when 
building a model or drawing a picture. 

 Explore size, weight and capacity in their play, using 
mathematical vocabulary to reflect their 
understanding.  Teachers to model and further 
challenge learning. 

 Count down towards an event on a calendar. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: 

 The use of story maps, props, puppets & story bags will 
encourage children to retell, invent and adapt stories. 

 Firework pictures, Remembrance Day artwork, Christmas 
decorations, Christmas cards, Divas, Christmas songs/poems. 

 Engage in simple pretend play in small worlds, role play and 
construction.  Explore celebrations and the Nativity. 

 Listen to a range of music and make their own dances in 
response.  Explore instruments and sounds. 

 Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

 

Understanding the world: 

 Explore seasons and change in our natural world. 
 collections of materials with similar and/or different 

properties. 
 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
 Can talk about what they have done with their families 

during Christmas’ in the past.   
 Show photos of how Christmas used to be celebrated in 

the past.   
 Explore different festivals and celebrations and use a 

world map to see where some of these places are.  What 
else are maps used for? 

 Differentiate between fictional characters and creatures 
and real people. 

 


