




About us:

St Barnabas ‘Little Stars’ Nursery Class is part of a happy, secure and nurturing school, which provides the highest quality education and care, rooted in the 
Christian values. At St Barnabas, we pride ourselves on creating a stimulating environment, where all children are valued.  Our Little Stars class is an integral 
part of the school community.   

We are an inclusive setting where all children and adults respect each other, and grow together. We endeavour to deliver a positive and stimulating 
approach to learning that fosters a child’s confidence, happiness and nurtures self-belief. Our children love to learn, and our dedicated nursery teachers 
provide an inspiring environment where all children learn through play. We believe children learn in an integrated way, and we support this, through child-
initiated and adult-led play based activities. These opportunities provide an excellent contribution to each child’s early development, stimulating their 
enthusiasm and imagination, developing a positive attitude to learning.  We have high expectations of each child and model expected behaviours 
consistently.  We encourage them to be aspirational and provide them with the skills they need to be independent, confident and successful life long 
learners.  By working in partnership with parents, we are confident our learners will achieve great things. 



Our Values
At St. Barnabas: Aspire, Believe – Together Achieve.

We are proud to be Church of England school and while embracing a Christian ethos, we also respect and acknowledge other faiths and personal views of the world. Our diverse 
membership is reflected in our inclusive practices. The children experience a daily act of worship, where values are explored through stories and discussions. Christian festivals are 
celebrated and we enjoy termly visits to St. Barnabas church. All faiths are welcome here.

Our values are at the very heart of all the decisions we make and all of our community have a good understanding of our core purpose – to provide high quality education in a 
caring, Christian environment.

We have high expectations for our learners, encouraging them to be aspirational and providing them with the skills they need to be successful in their future lives. We endeavour 
to deliver a positive and stimulating approach to learning that fosters a child’s confidence and nurtures self-belief. By working together with our parents, we are confident our 
learners will achieve their goals.

• Our key values, which are developed under our umbrella vision are:

• Responsibility

• Respect

• Wisdom

• Perseverance

• Compassion

• Forgiveness



The indoor environment



Literacy Area/ Mark Making Station
Despite having the opportunity to mark make in all areas of our classroom (e.g. clipboards in the construction, whiteboard 
in the small world, chalk boards in the maths area and writing frames elsewhere) we still have a designated mark making 
station which the children love. 



Maths Area
Here there are lots of open ended natural resources, as well as objects that 
encourage the children to explore early number, shape, space and measure.  
We enhance this area with a challenge of the week as well.



Reading Area
A cosy area with an assortment of books and other reading 
materials (fiction, non-fiction, recipe books, magazines, news 
papers, stories they have made, topic books sharing previous 
learning, etc).  This area also has lots of cushions, blankets and a 
basket of teddies to make it nice and cosy.  



Construction Area
There are a variety of construction resources here, as well as a basket of cones, high vis jackets, goggles, tools 
and safety hats to allow the children to step into character!  There are clipboards to encourage children to 
design their creations first and construction themed books for them to read.  There are 2D shape road mats 
and measuring tapes to encourage some early maths. 



Loose Parts
Our loose parts area is mainly full of natural resources.  We try to regularly swap resources to keep children 
interested in the area.  This part of the classroom creates endless possibilities and invites so much creativity.  
When a child picks up a rock or a stick here, we see it become anything they want it to be.  



A space the children can come when they are feeling sad, 
cross or worried or simply want some quiet time. There 
are lots of mindfulness activities here such as: a busy 
board, sensory bottles and sensory toys, emotion photo 
cards, PSE books, bubbles, calming colouring in, an 
exercise ball and textured mats, mirrors, blankets, 
cushions, movement break cards, etc.

We also store adult led resources on a shelf above, such as 
Lego therapy, a head massager, etc.

Calm Corner



Role Play Area
We link this area to our topic 

and ensure we follow the 
children’s interests.  We try to 

ensure children have 
experienced the role play in real 

life first, but due to Covid this 
has had to be done virtually at 
times.  For example, we had a 
dinosaur museum and usually 

we would have invited our 
families to meet us at Bristol 
Museum for the day the first 

weekend of term, but this year 
we had to go on a virtual tour!  
We always ensure staff spend 

lots of time in the role play area 
modelling and scaffolding 

purposeful play.  We also create 
maths and literacy opportunities 

in this area. 



Small World Area The children love using this area to engage in imaginary play.  They have access to 
toy figures, animals, cars, natural resources, fabrics, etc and can make their own 
stories in a dolls house, on large cable reels or on the carpet.  There are 
storytelling prompts on the wall display behind also.

We also have a tuff tray in this area that we enhance weekly to link to our weekly 
theme.  We love listening to their wonderful stories! 



Investigation Station
This area is possibly the 
most popular area in our 
classroom.  We enhance 
the area with activities that 
spark excitement and 
curiosity and a love of 
learning.  The activities 
here provoke lots of 
questioning, discussion, the 
use of interesting 
vocabulary, scientific skills 
such as observation and 
comparison, etc.  It is often 
a space that we enhance 
with sensory and messy 
play and the children love 
it. 



Creative Area 
This area allows the children to be creative learners.  We have a variety of media and resources available for 
the children and try to encourage independence, for example having soap dispensers with paint in for them to 
access alongside colour mixing visuals and using a towel rail to make tape and large sheets of paper readily 
accessible.



Funky Fingers
We just have a small table set aside for the children to access for funky fingers, but we do a range of fine motor 
activities with the children daily, from building towers to doing dough disco.  We enhance our funky fingers 
table weekly to follow interests and project based learning.



The outdoor environment is currently 
under redevelopment and will be 
ready to unveil in September 21.  

How very exciting!  



Session Information:

•8:30-11:30 (Morning session) 
•8:30-12:30 (Morning session with lunch) 
•12:30-3:30 (Afternoon session) 
•8:30-3:30 (All day) 

Government funded hours can be used towards any session, including the lunch hour.  Claiming is effective the full term after your child’s third 
birthday, unless they were also two year old funded. More information about funding can be found on Gov.uk website. 
Any non-funded hours are chargeable at £4.50 per hour. 

Payments and other information:
Nursery class fees are payable one term in advance, and are non-refundable if your child fails to attend. 
We require each child to attend a minimum of 10 hours per week. 

There is a registration fee of £30 to be paid by all parents on enrolling your child in the nursery class. This ensures a space is kept available for 
your child. A registration form must be completed to enrol your child, subject to available hours. 



Lunch:  

Children can either bring their own lunch in a labelled lunch box or you can purchase a hot 
meal from the school kitchen for an additional £2 via our online payment system.

Tables are prepared for children to eat together. A member of our staff will sit at the table 
during lunch, promoting table manners and encouraging independence. 



Settling in process:

We pride ourselves on ensuring the children have a smooth transition so they feel happy and secure at nursery.  We recognise that children will 
settle in at a different rate, therefore this process is individualised to meet the needs of each child. 

If a child takes settling in in their stride, we would suggest:
•First visit- Parents and child to stay for 1 hour.  You can play with your child and forms can be completed during this time.
•Second visit- Stay for 45 minutes- 15 minutes with parent and 30 minutes on own.
•Third visit- Settle child on arrival and leave them for a short session of approximately one hour.
•Fourth visit– Sessions begin!  Child to stay for half the day or a full day depending on how they have settled/what hours they are registered for. 

We will not rush the settling in process and will slow this down if needed.  We do not charge for the initial stay and play sessions.

To meet guidelines during COVID, the stay and play sessions will currently have to take place in the garden with one parent. Facemasks for adults 
will be mandatory.



Daily Routine:
8.30 Children to arrive and settle in.  Free flow (learning through play).

9:00 Good morning circle time.

9.15  Free flow, meaning the children can initiate where to do their learning, and some adult-led activities (groups or 1:1, all of which are play 

based). 

10:30 Snack, followed by a mix of free flow activities and adult-led activities. 

11.30  Morning session children go home.

11:35 Tidy up for circle time, lunch at 12, then yoga/dance.

12:30 Some children go home and others arrive. 

1:00 Circle time and register to welcome the new children in.

1:15 Free flow, meaning the children can initiate where to do their learning, and some adult-led activities (groups or 1:1, all of which are play 

based). 

3:00  Tidy and story. Children leave between 3:15 and 3:30.

We also have weekly slots to spend time in the wider school, such as in the forest area or PE hall.



Prime areas:
-Communication and language

-Personal, social and emotional 
development

-Physical development

Specific areas:
-Literacy

-Mathematics

-Understanding the World
-Expressive Arts and Design 



Sharing learning
At Little Stars we value the importance of working partnership with parents. It is therefore vital that you as parents are kept fully informed of 
your children’s progress and also their next steps. We operate an open-door policy where members of the team are available at the beginning 
and end of the sessions to answer any immediate questions. We hold parents’ evenings throughout the year where progress and next steps are 
discussed. 

We will capture your child’s learning and achievements by observing them in their play and taking photographs, videos and jotting down 
anecdotes of what your child says and store these in a paper learning journal and on Dojo Portfolio.  

At the end of the year, parents/carers will be given an individual report which will detail the children’s progress, attainment and next steps in 
learning and development.

We will also share information, such as the current topic and daily activities through Class Dojo and Instagram (@LittleStarsNurseryClass).



Uniform 
If parents wish to purchase uniform for their child, a yellow polo shirt with a navy school logo (£8.50) and matching jumper (£10) can be purchased from Monkhouse.  The 

nearest shop is located at 140 East Street, Bedminster, Bristol BS3 4EW.  Additionally it can be ordered online via: https://www.monkhouse.com/c/4593/St-Barnabas-

Nursery-Uniform

Alternatively, please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for a range of indoor and outdoor activities.  We cannot guarantee that clothes will not get mucky so we 

suggest dressing them in clothes you don’t mind getting a little grubby- mess is often a great sign of fun learning!  

Please ensure that all items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name.

Please ensure your child wears appropriate footwear.



What do I need to send to nursery?

• If you child is still in nappies you will need to supply nappies, wipes and cream in a labelled bag.

• A labelled water bottle.

• A named bag with labelled spare clothes.

• At Little Stars the children have the opportunity to go outside no matter what the weather is doing.  Therefore we ask that you provide a puddle suits and wellies
for each session.  Similarly, if it is hot please ensure your child brings a named sunhat and labelled sun cream (we will provide permission slips for sun cream to be 
kept in nursery and applied by staff).

• If your child requires any medication whilst at nursery you will need to complete a medicine form and we will then store it safely.

• When your child first joins Little Stars they may wish to bring one comfort item (such as a teddy or blanket).  We ask that you do not send in toys unless we have a 
specified show and tell session as they may get lost or damaged.



Why choose St Barnabas      ‘Little Stars’ Nursery Class? 
• Staff- We are a passionate team who are dedicated to providing high quality care for your child.  Our team is made up of an experienced qualified 

teacher and teaching assistant and we deliver rich and creative learning experiences to inspire your child to become an independent and confident 
lifelong learner. 

• Transition- At Little Stars, we offer excellent transition arrangements to ensure your child feels safe and happy at nursery.  We also ensure a seamless 
progression into school. 

• Achievement- A wonderful broad and balanced curriculum sparks curiosity and enthusiasm at Little Stars and we strive to ensure children foster a love 
of learning.  Children have a limitless potential so we support them to develop the self belief needed to aim for the stars and celebrate all of their 
personal achievements. 

• Resources- We provide a high quality learning environment in the classroom. Due to being part of a wider school community we have extensive 
resources and facilities, from our forest school area to our library. 

• Supportive- We support your childcare needs by providing a high quality, affordable and inclusive learning environment for your child. We are 
committed to positively impacting the lives of the children in our care by placing each child’s safety, happiness and education at the forefront of all our 
practice. 



FAQs
• What experience or qualifications do your staff have?

Miss Hoddinott is a qualified primary school teacher and our school’s EYFS Leader.  She has several years of teaching experience in the Early Years.  Mrs Serle is a knowledgeable level 3 qualified teaching 
assistant and has had many years of experience working in early years settings.

• How do you manage safe recruitment?

We follow rigorous guidelines to ensure that the people employed to work in our school are safe to do so. The effective system we have in place includes a disclosing and barring service check and 
suitability of qualifications.

• What ratios of staff to children to have?

Our ratio varies depending on the age of the children attending each session as we offer a limited number of spaces (four spaces) for two year olds.  In line with the EYFS guidelines, we can have a 
maximum of 21 children if they are all three years or older.  However, if we have any 2 year olds attending a session, we can only have a maximum of 17 children in the setting at one time.   

• How do you ensure safety in your nursery? 

Safeguarding children is of upmost importance. We follow guidance from ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ and follow the school’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. All staff are trained to deal 
with any safeguarding concerns. We also have a strict Health and Safety Policy which covers areas such as cleanliness, equipment safety, risk assessments and building safety. Any accidents that do occur 
are recorded. We are currently adhering to government guidelines regarding COVID and we are taking hygiene and cleanliness very seriously. 

• What snacks are provided? 

AM- We provide fruit and a biscuit or you can send your own. 

PM- Fruit is provided free of charge by the Healthy Child Initiative.

Milk is supplied by the school for every nursery child.

• How do you manage behaviour in nursery?

We manage behaviour positively and consistently. Children in nursery are still learning to manage their emotions and behaviour is viewed as a form of communication. We will communicate any 
significant behaviours to you as parents and work in partnership to support your child in this area of development.  We follow the school behaviour policy.

• Do you offer breakfast club or after school club to nursery children?

Breakfast Club is available from 7:30 – 8:30am an costs £5 per session.  Children arrive and eat breakfast together, in the main school hall. Then at 8:00 are taken across to the nursery class, where they 
share a story with an adult and prepare for the day ahead. 

The Zone Out of School Club is available from 3:30 - 6:00pm. This is a privately owned out of school club, which is Ofsted registered and situated in a classroom at St Barnabas Primary School, which caters 
for all children aged 3-11 years. Their aim is to provide a welcoming, enjoyable, fun and safe place where the children can come and play, relax, join in with activities and socialise with friends. If you 
would like to enquire then please contact: office@thezone1.co.uk

• If my child is already at Little Stars, will they automatically have a place at St Barnabas Primary School?

Your child will not have a guaranteed place in the school even if they have been attending nursery. You will need to apply for a school place and will be notified and reminded to do this at the relevant 
time.



Visits and registration:

If you would like to visit our nursery class, please call: 01454 862478/ 862233 or email: 
nursery@stbarnabasprimaryschool.co.uk to arrange a convenient time for you. 

If you would like to register your child for our nursery class, please complete the attached registration form, and return to 
nursery@stbarnabasprimaryschool.co.uk or send a paper copy to our school office Poplar Road, North Common, Warmley, 
BS30 5NW. 

Other enquires can be made by phoning 01454 862478/ 862233. 

We look forward to meeting you!
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