
 

2020 Season 

Between April – November the museum is open every 
Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday from 2pm to 5pm. 

Entrance fee £3.00 

Bank Holiday Specials rate £3.50 (Museum & Grotto) 
or £3.00 Museum only, £1.50 Grotto only.  

See our website for more details about Bank 
Holiday opening. 

Under 12s visit free, when accompanied by 

a parent or carer. 

Kingswood Heritage Museum & Warmley Gardens 
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ECHOES FROM  

THE GROTTOES 

Kingswood Heritage Museum Newsletter 

Tower Lane, Warmley, Bristol, BS30 8XT 

0117 9605664 

www.kingswoodmuseum.org.uk 

facebook.com/Kingswood-Heritage-Museum 

@WarmleyWindmill 

kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com 

Echoes from the Grottoes is compiled by the Trust.  

Please get in touch if you would like to find out 

more about becoming involved in the museum.  

A company limited by guarantee registered in England  

No. 2656497       Charity No. 1006501  

Patron Sir Tony Robinson           



 

Firstly, I must apologise for the delay in publishing The Echoes this season. 

Despite the world being in various stages of Lockdown and Tiers, I have 

found myself kept incredibly busy as a school teacher (my real life profes-

sion!), organising my father’s on-line 80th birthday celebrations and the 

challenges of arranging a virtual Christmas for the family. But here we are, 

at the cusp of a new year and wondering what lies ahead for all of us. 

As the museum is solely run by volunteers, we were in the fortunate    

position of not having had to furlough any workers this year. Our running 

costs have been kept low, so we know that we will be able to re-open 

again when we get the go-ahead from the government.  

Who knows when this will be—but let’s hope we will be able to throw 

open our doors again soon and welcome you all into our wonderful      

museum and windmill at Warmley. 

Artwork: AnnaliseArt 

Following Government Guide-

lines during the Coronavirus 

Pandemic Internationally, the 

Trustees of KHM took the    

difficult decision to shut the 

museum until further notice. 

Any changes to this situation will 

be shared immediately. We wish 

all our supporters a safe and 

healthy year and look forward to 

re-opening when the ‘All Clear’ is 

given. 

The Kingswood Heritage   
Museum is run by volunteers.  

We need people to help in all sorts 
of ways: archiving,  gardening,  
reception, café, events, social  
media, cleaning and curating.  

Whether you can volunteer to 
help for a regular slot or just  
occasionally we’d love to hear 
from you. If you would like to find 
out more about ways you can help 
us, please contact the museum for 
more information. 

Become a volunteer 

 
 

Volunteer: 
Mike Camm 



 

Above: Malcolm as a 

young man.  

Thanks to Tim Hanks for the 

use of this photo. Malcolm Hanks 

Margaret Parker 

Photo credit: Beverley Scott  Bidder 



Men in Sheds 

 

 
If you would like to find out 

more about donating  
pre-loved tools,  

contact the  
museum for more  

information. 

 

 

Photo and info credit: tfsr.org 

News from the Workshop 

 
 



We are now seeking a replacement volunteer administrator.  

If you would like to find out more, please contact the museum.  

Photo credit: Markus Winkler 



    

 

 

    

Look out for 
things to do 

with children at 
home on our 

website. 

Lynda Blackwell 



Schools 

ST BARNABAS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
KHM supports children’s work in this local school 

The year 5 children at St  
Barnabas Primary School  
studied the book The Last Post 
by  Keith Campion. Their  
writing was inspired by the 
book and their learning was 
supported by the box of  
artefacts loaned to  
them by the museum. 



 

Emersons Green Standing Stones 

Kingswood Heritage Museum would like to know more 

about the stone circle that was created on an artificial 

hilltop when the Avon Ring Road was built, near the        

Pucklechurch/Shortwood roundabout. 

Do you know when the stone circle was created, and by 
whom? Were you involved?  

If you can tell the Museum about the stone circle please  
contact them on: 

Email: kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com 

Phone: 0117 960 5664 Photo credit: Rhett Wesley 

ST BARNABAS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 Many thanks 

to teacher 

Sally        

Cornelius for 

allowing us to 

use the    

children’s 

work 

mailto:kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com


          

“I was at an event to 

mark the opening of a 

new clothes shop in 

Downend,” Phillip 

Llewellyn reminisces  

  

The man pictured with 

Peter Powell was  

Phillip’s friend Chris, 

who had won a  

competition. Phillip  

was also part of a 

breakdance crew, who 

took part in a ‘dance-off’. 

Phillip, who was 14 at 

the time, remembered 

that it was a gloriously 

sunny day. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Photograph courtesy of South Gloucestershire Gazette 

Many of us will remember 
the daily ritual of the  
distribution of school milk, 
as well as the opportunity 
sometimes to buy such  
luxuries as Wagon Wheels. 

In the photograph from 
1971, pupils at Bromley 
Heath Junior School in 
Downend enjoy their milk 
in the classroom. 

Have you thought about leaving 
us a review? 

One of the latest glowing reviews 
we received on Trip Advisor was 
from a young couple who visited 
us during the brief period between 
lockdowns, when we were allowed 
to open (see below). 

One way that you can support the 
museum from the comfort of your 
sofa is to write us a review.  

According to Trip Advisor we are #64 
out of 210 Things To Do In Bristol. 
With only 22 reviews to 
our name, that is quite a 
good rating, but can we 
do even better in 2021? 

We look forward to reading your reviews  
on Facebook, Google or Trip Advisor. 

 CELEBRITY VISITS DOWNEND 
Peter Powell visits sportswear shop in Downend, 1982 



Hanham Athletic FC: The Miners 

Hanham Athletic FC 1982-84 

Hanham FC 1909-12 



If you would like to find out how to become a 

Friend of the Museum, please contact us  

by phone or email, for more information. 

New Look For Logo 

Let us know what you think about 
the new clothing range! 



Valerie Jeanes has had a long 
history with the museum and 
she has been an invaluable 
member of the team.  

She worked as the receptionist 
before taking on the role of 
museum company secretary 
and  administrator.  Val repre-
sented the Museum at the 
South Gloucestershire Museum 
Group meetings where she was 
an active member, collating   
reports sent in by all the local 
museums.  

Not many people realise how 
hard Valerie worked for the 
museum, not only at the   
premises, but doing long hours 
of  admin at home. “She was 
always there to help either in 
person or at the end of the 
phone,” said receptionist Linda 
Payne. 

Pastures 
New 

Curator Alan Bryant reminisces: “Val offered to do anything at the          
museum and she liked gardening. The first time she did gardening she saw 
a grass snake and that was the end of her gardening career! On several 
occasions she saw grass snakes in the building which had wriggled under 
the doors, and one time I had to catch the creature and take it to            
Mangotsfield railway station and released it into the undergrowth.  
For a while after that we had to go on snake patrol!”  

Valerie’s friend Lynda      
Blackwell recalls how she    
supported the museum.   
“She was an excellent           
administrator for the          
museum and part of her job 
was collating all the            
statistics required by South 
Glos around volunteers and 
visitor numbers. 

On a day-to-day basis she 
went well beyond just    
working at the museum,     
doing much work at home. 
Her administrative role was 
extensive, covering every-
thing from dealing with  
museum emails to managing 
enquiries around                
volunteering and volunteers 
generally,  

to dealing with queries about  
everything and ensuring all 
business matters were          
documented.  

She ensured the running of 
the museum went smoothly. 
She was company secretary 
for the Trust and ensured     
legal matters were covered. 

She worked closely with the 
treasurer, Muriel Quantrille. 
She was a great help to me 
when applying for Accredita-
tion having analysed and     
interpreted data for our     
submission.“ 

She was also involved with 
Kingswood Methodist Church, 
but she will be remembered 
by us for all her achievements 
at the museum. 



The famous knitted  

bollards at Cadbury 

Heath in support of the 

NHS workers. 

Thursday evenings, clapping 
on our doorsteps for the NHS. 
The residents of Stanley Road,    
Warmley, show their support. 

Queuing outside shops became the norm — if 
opening was allowed at all. Here is the queue 
for the Fonthill Garden Centre, Bit-
ton.  

Warmley Waiting Room  

Social distancing  

A message found in a tree on   
Siston Common. 



Cassie — 

Annette’s 

adorable 

cockapoo 

schnauzer 

Heinz 57  

mix 

 “I would like to say how much I enjoy going to the museum and all that it 
means to me. I love meeting and talking to new people,     using my exist-
ing skills and learning new ones. Helping in lots of different ways.  

I guess what it means to me is all about a sense of community. Bringing 
together people with a shared local interest in history. The commitment 
that the trustees and volunteers show is commendable and a tribute to 
the locate area. I am proud to be part of it.” 

 
Annette George 

When Annette first                 
volunteered at the museum it 
was because she had retired 
and felt she needed a new  
outside interest, meeting new 
people and filling the gap from 
employment.  
“I thought I might do a few 
teas,” she smiled, “Well, here 
we are 3 years later having 
done a myriad of many          
different jobs!”  

“Not sure what to say about myself,” ponders Annette George, modestly, when 
I asked her to tell me about herself. “ I’m not sure I have anything much      
interesting to say!”  
However our new volunteer co-ordinator will have lots to do and say as she 
takes up her new role at the museum in 2021. 



KINGSWOOD MEMORIES 

Kingswood Memories: T.Lucas 

This photograph of the Lucas 
factory in Moravian Road, 
Kingswood dates from 1966. 

The company was founded by    
Thomas Edward Lucas in 1926, 
and was the first to manufac-
ture yeastless rusk — a purpose 
designed cereal binder for 
butchers who had previously 
used returned stale bread for 
their sausages. 

The company was taken over 
by   Kerry Foods and moved 
production to a new site at 
Portbury, near Avonmouth. 

The Museum would like to create a new display featuring the  
Lucas factory in Kingswood. If you have any information,  
photography or artefacts from the site please contact us. 

The Museum Opens Under  
Unusual Circumstances. 


