
St Barnabas Little Stars Nursery Class

Where your little stars come to shine! 



Meet the team:

Miss M Hoddinott

Class Teacher 

Mrs M Serle

Teaching

Assistant

Miss S Hannabuss

Lunch time 

supervisor 



Our ethos:
St Barnabas ‘Little Stars’ Nursery Class is part of a happy, secure and 
nurturing school, which provides the highest quality education and care, 
rooted in the Christian values. At St Barnabas, we pride ourselves on creating 
a stimulating environment, where all children are valued.  Our Little Stars 
class is an integral part of the school community.   

We are an inclusive setting where all children and adults respect each other, 
and grow together. We endeavour to deliver a positive and stimulating 
approach to learning that fosters a child’s confidence, happiness and 
nurtures self-belief. Our children love to learn, and our dedicated nursery 
teachers provide an inspiring environment where all children learn through 
play. We believe children learn in an integrated way, and we support this, 
through child-initiated and adult- led play based activities. These 
opportunities provide an excellent contribution to each child’s early 
development, stimulating their enthusiasm and imagination, developing a 
positive attitude to learning.  We have high expectations of each child and 
model expected behaviours consistently.  We encourage them to be 
aspirational and provide them with the skills they need to be independent, 
confident and successful life long learners.  By working in partnership with 
parents, we are confident our learners will achieve great things. 



Our setting:

The next 20 slides will share a 
photo tour of our nursery.



Welcome board

This board is in the nursery 
foyer area and will be used 
to display photographs of 

learning.

This area also 
has space for 
children to 
leave their 
coats and 

wellies.  It also 
leads to the 

toilets.



Our carpet area 

This area is where we will 
share stories and have 
circle times.  It has an 
interactive whiteboard 
which brings countless 
learning opportunities,  

such as: interactive stories, 
yoga, maths games, etc. 



Mathematics area:

In this area 
you can 
explore 
number, 
shape, space 
and measure.



Literacy area:

In this area you can 
explore letters, sounds and 
mark making.



Literacy area continued:



Investigation Station:

This is a space for 
you to investigate and 
explore a range of 
things from play 
dough or shaving 
foam to ice or insects.



Construction Area

Lots of construction tools for you to design and build 
models.



Creative Area

Where you can draw, paint, make models or any other 
kind of creation!



Small world area

A space for you to invent and act out any stories 
you like.  



A space you can come when 
you would like some quiet 
time.  For example if you are 
feeling sad, cross or worried.  
There are lots of things in 
this space to help you to feel 
happier, such as: a busy 
board, sensory bottles, 
sensory toys, emotions cards, 
a head massager, bubbles, 
an exercise ball, etc. 

Calm Corner



We are in the process of creating a 
sand area and water area.   



Reading Area

This would usually have 
cushions, cuddly toys, etc
but it is currently limited 
due to covid restrictions.



Role play area

Currently a doctor surgery to match 
our ‘Marvellous Me’ topic.



Music basket 



Our CofE values area



Characteristics of Effective Learning



Proud cloud

This board will be used to celebrate all of your 
wonderful efforts and achievements.



Topic board

This board will be used to share the learning 
linking to our current topic.



Outside Area 

We are lucky to have a lovely 
outdoor area and have been busy 
adding new creations, however this 
is very much a working progress 
and it will be developed more over 
the next couple of terms. Exciting 
plans are in place.



Music and stage area 



Mud kitchen area 



Our new summer house



Water and 
sand play

Construction 
area 

Tree climbing 
and rope 
swings

Maths and 
scientific 

area



Session Information:
Sessions are as follows: 

• 8:30-11:30 (Morning session, £12) 

• 8:30-12:30 (Morning session with lunch club, £16) 

• 12:30-3:30 (Afternoon session, £12) 

• 8:30-3:30 (Morning and Afternoon session, with lunch club, £28) 

Government funded hours can be used towards any session. However you cannot claim the funded hours over 
our ‘lunch club’ hour. There will be a £4 charge, if your child attends the nursery between 11:30 & 12:30pm. Three 
to four year olds are entitled to 30 hours and some two year olds are entitled to 15 hours subject to criteria set 
out by the government.  More information can be found on Gov.uk website. 

Lunch Club: 

11:30am – 12:30pm   £4 for the lunch hour (not including food). 

Children can either bring their own lunch in a labelled lunch box (which is transferred onto a plate), or 
purchase a hot meal from the school kitchen for an additional £2. 

Tables are prepared for children to eat together. A member of our staff will sit at the table during lunch, 
promoting table manners and encouraging independence.  Lunch is not hurried, the children then sit down on 
the carpet and listen to a story afterwards. 
Currently parents are supplying all food and drinks for their own child including lunch and snacks due to 
COVID restrictions.

Payments and other information:

Nursery class fees are payable one term in advance, and are non-refundable if your child fails to attend. 

We require each child to attend a minimum of 10 hours per week. 

There is a registration fee of £30 to be paid by all parents on enrolling your child in the nursery class. This 
ensures a space is kept available for your child. A registration form must be completed to enrol your child, 
subject to available hours. 



Settling in process:
We recognise that children will settle in at a different rate, therefore this 
process is individualised to meet the needs of each child.  

If a child takes settling in in their stride, we would suggest:

• First visit- Parents and child to stay for 1 hour.  You can play with your 
child and forms can be completed during this time.

• Second visit- Parents to stay for 20 minutes and then leave child at 
nursery for the rest of an hour settling session.

• Third visit- Settle child on arrival and leave them for a short session 
(morning or afternoon, could include lunch). 

• Fourth visit- Child to stay for the full day if the parents are seeking 
longer sessions.

We will not rush the settling in process and will slow this down if needed.

To meet guidelines during COVID, the stay and play sessions will currently 
have to take place in the garden with one parent.  Facemasks for adults 
will be mandatory.



Daily Routine:
8.30  Children to arrive and settle in.  Free flow (learning through play).

9:00  Good morning circle time.

9.15  Free flow, meaning the children can initiate where to do their learning, and 
some adult-led activities (groups or 1:1, all of which are play based). 

10:30 Snack, followed by a mix of free flow activities and adult-led     
activities. 

11.30  Morning session children go home.

11:40 Tidy up for lunch, then singing and a story.

12:00 Lunch time.

12:30 Quiet story time after lunch.  Some children go home and others arrive. 

1:00  Circle time and register to welcome the new children in.

1:15 Free flow, meaning the children can initiate where to do their learning, and 
some adult-led activities (groups or 1:1, all of which are play based). 

3:00  Tidy and story. Children leave between 3:15 and 3:30.

We also have weekly slots to spend time in the wider school, such as in the 
forest area or PE hall.



Curriculum

The early years foundation stage (EYFS) sets standards for 
the learning, development and care of your child from birth 
to 5 years old. All schools and Ofsted-registered early 
years providers must follow the EYFS.

The areas of learning are:

• Communication and language
• Physical development
• Personal, social and emotional development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the world
• Expressive arts and design



Our Learning Project for Term 1

Each term there 
will be a set 
topic where we 
carryout exciting 
activities, but 
we also ensure 
that we let the 
children take a 
lead and 
therefore follow 
the children’s 
interests each 
day. 



Sharing learning
At Little Stars we value the importance of working partnership with parents. It is 
therefore vital that you as parents are kept fully informed of your children’s progress 
and also their next steps. We operate an open-door policy where members of the team 
are available at the beginning and end of the sessions to answer any immediate 
questions. We hold parents’ evenings throughout the year where progress and next 
steps are discussed. 

We also use and promote Tapestry, which acts as an online learning journal. We will 
capture your child’s learning and achievements by observing them in their play and 
taking photographs, videos and jotting down anecdotes of what your child says.  This 
will be shared with you on Tapestry which acts as a visual diary of your child’s time 
at nursery.  Login details will be given to you once you have enrolled your child.

At the end of the year, parents/carers will be given an individual report which will 
detail the children’s progress, attainment and next steps in learning and development.

We will also share more general information, such as the current topic and daily 
activities through Instagram (@LittleStarsNurseryClass), Facebook (St Barnabas ‘Little 
Stars’ Nursery Class and Class Dojo. 



Uniform 
If parents wish to purchase uniform for their child, a yellow polo shirt with a navy 

school logo (£8.50) and matching jumper (£9.95) can be purchased from Initially Yours.  

The nearest shop is located at 211 Soundwell Road, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 1PT.  

Additionally it can be ordered online via: 

http://www.initiallyyours.co.uk/schools/st_barnabas_primary/nursery_uniform.htm

Alternatively, please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for a range of 

activities.  We cannot guarantee that clothes will not get a little messy. 

Ensure that all items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name.

Please ensure your child wears appropriate footwear.

http://www.initiallyyours.co.uk/schools/st_barnabas_primary/nursery_uniform.htm


What do I need to send to nursery?

• If you child is still in nappies you will need to supply nappies, wipes and cream 
in a labelled bag.

• A labelled water bottle.

• A named bag with labelled spare clothes.

• At Little Stars the children have the opportunity to go outside no matter what the 
weather is doing.  Therefore we ask that you provide a puddle suits and wellies for 
each session.  Similarly, if it is hot please ensure your child brings a named 
sunhat and labelled sun cream (we will provide permission slips for sun cream to 
be kept in nursery and applied by staff).

Due the COVID government guidelines we are currently not allowed to apply sun cream for the children, so we ask 
that they come to nursery wearing sun cream that provides 8 hour protection.

• If your child requires any medication whilst at nursery you will need to complete a 
medicine form and we will then store it safely.

• When your child first joins Little Stars they may wish to bring one comfort item 
(such as a teddy or blanket).  We ask that you do not send in toys unless we have 
a specified show and tell session as they may get lost or damaged.



Why choose St Barnabas      
‘Little Stars’ Nursery Class? 

• Staff- We are a passionate team who are dedicated to providing high quality 
care for your child.  Our team is made up of an experienced qualified 
teacher and teaching assistant and we deliver rich and creative learning 
experiences to inspire your child to become an independent and confident 
lifelong learner. 

• Transition- At Little Stars, we offer excellent transition arrangements to 
ensure your child feels safe and happy at nursery.  We also ensure a 
seamless progression into school. 

• Achievement- A wonderful broad and balanced curriculum sparks curiosity 
and enthusiasm at Little Stars and we strive to ensure children foster a 
love of learning.  Children have a limitless potential so we support them to 
develop the self belief needed to aim for the stars and celebrate all of their 
personal achievements. 

• Resources- Due to being part of a wider school community we have extensive 
resources and facilities, from our forest school area to our library.

• Supportive- We support your childcare needs by providing a high quality, 
affordable and inclusive learning environment for your child. We are 
committed to positively impacting the lives of the children in our care by 
placing each child’s safety, happiness and education at the forefront of all 
our practice. 



FAQs
• What experience or qualifications do your staff have?

Miss Hoddinott is a qualified primary school teacher and has several years of teaching experience in the Early Years.  Mrs 
Serle is a knowledgeable level 3 qualified teaching assistant and has had many years of experience working in early years 
settings.

• How do you manage safe recruitment?

We follow rigorous guidelines to ensure that the people employed to work in our school are safe to do so. The effective system 
we have in place includes a disclosing and barring service check and suitability of qualifications.

• What ratios of staff to children to have?

Our ratio varies depending on the age of the children attending each session as we offer a limited number of spaces (four 
spaces) for two year olds.  In line with the EYFS guidelines, we can have a maximum of 21 children if they are all three years 
or older.  However, if we have any 2 year olds attending a session, we can only have a maximum of 17 children in the setting 
at one time.   

• How do you ensure safety in your nursery? 

Safeguarding children is of upmost importance. We follow guidance from ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ and follow the 
school’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. All staff are trained to deal with any safeguarding concerns. We also have 
a strict Health and Safety Policy which covers areas such as cleanliness, equipment safety, risk assessments and building 
safety. Any accidents that do occur are recorded. We are currently adhering to government guidelines regarding COVID and we 
are taking hygiene and cleanliness very seriously. 

• What snacks are provided? Due to COVID restrictions we are currently asking parents to supply snack and lunch for their own 
child. 

AM- We provide fruit and a biscuit. 

PM- Fruit is provided free of charge by the Healthy Child Initiative.

Milk is supplied by the school for every child.

• How do you manage behaviour in nursery?

We manage behaviour positively and consistently. Children in nursery are still learning to manage their emotions and 
behaviour is viewed as a form of communication. We will communicate any significant behaviours to you as parents and work 
in partnership to support your child in this area of development.  We follow the school behaviour policy.

• Do you offer breakfast club or after school club to nursery children?

Breakfast Club is available from 7:30 – 8:30am an costs £5 per session.  Children arrive and eat breakfast together, in the 
main school hall. Then at 8:00 are taken across to the nursery class, where they share a story with an adult and prepare for 
the day ahead. 

The Zone Out of School Club is available from 3:30 - 6:00pm. This is a privately owned out of school club, which is Ofsted 
registered and situated in a classroom at St Barnabas Primary School, which caters for all children aged 3-11 years. Their aim 
is to provide a welcoming, enjoyable, fun and safe place where the children can come and play, relax, join in with activities
and socialise with friends. If you would like to enquire then please contact: office@thezone1.co.uk

• If my child is already at Little Stars, will they automatically have a place at St Barnabas Primary School?

Your child will not have a guaranteed place in the school even if they have been attending nursery. You will need to apply for 
a school place and will be notified and reminded to do this at the relevant time.



Visits and registration:
If you would like to visit our nursery class, please call: 
01454 862478/ 862233 or email: 
nursery@stbarnabasprimaryschool.co.uk to arrange a 
convenient time for you. 

If you would like to register your child for our nursery 
class, please complete the attached registration form, and 
return to nursery@stbarnabasprimaryschool.co.uk or send a 
paper copy to our school office Poplar Road, North Common, 
Warmley, BS30 5NW. Other enquires can be made by phoning 
01454 862478/ 862233. 

We look forward to meeting you!



ADMISSIONS AND ALLOCATIONS 

1. Families who choose to use their full 15 or 30 hours funding entitlement directly with us 
will be given priority. 

2. The government do not allow the funding to be used for food or drink, therefore we have 
applied a charge to sessions including breakfast and lunch. 

3. All government funded hours will be allocated on a first come first serve basis. 

4. In an oversubscribed situation, families who have siblings at St. Barnabas CE Primary 
School will be given priority. 

5. The nursery class will run term time only. 

6. Parents must apply each term for their additional 15/30 hours of grant funding. If the 
funding is withdrawn you will be charged by the school. 

7. Children are required to attend a minimum of 10 hours per week. 

CHARGES 

1. There is a registration fee of £30 to be paid directly to the school when enrolling your 
child in the nursery class. 

2. Fees are payable one term in advance and are not refundable if your child/children fail 
to attend. 

3. If changes are made to sessions after the organisation of the term has been set, an 
administration charge of £10 may be applied. All children are eligible for a grant the 
term following their third birthday. The nursery class also accepts children who have 
been awarded the 2 year old funding.

Further T&Cs can be found in our Nursery Policy, if you would like to view this we can provide 
you with a copy when you visit us.

Admissions, charges and allocations criteria:


