
WELCOME TO 
EXPLORER CLASS

EXPECTATIONS EVENING 2020



Who is in Explorer class?

•Mrs Gould             Class teacher (Mon-Wed)

•Mrs Lord              Class teacher (Thurs-Fri)

•Mrs Griffiths Teaching Assistant



How Has School changed in the light of 
Covid 19…

• Children will come straight into class via the reception garden gate in the morning.

• Children stay in their bubbles throughout the day, so have no contact with other classes.

• Break times and lunchtimes are staggered to allow the children to stay in their bubbles.  They will eat lunch in the hall.

• Regular handwashing/hand sanitising is in place in every class.

• Regular cleaning of classrooms and toilets will take place throughout the day.

• We ask that they don’t bring in additional things from home  e.g. back packs, books, toys

• The children do not have access to shared areas such as the library, but a selection of books in appropriate book bands is available to them in their classroom.  
The children can take books home to read but when they return them we will collect them in to be quarantined.



How Has School stayed 
the same?

• The children will still be able to move around the classroom.

• Our curriculum will remain broad and balanced.  They will still have the opportunity to complete practical 
activities, and we will use the outdoor space as much as possible.

• Their daily timetable will remain the same with children enjoying a wide range of subjects both inside and 
outside.

• You will still be able to keep in touch with the class teachers through dojo messages or emails via the school 
office. Class teachers may call you to discuss your child’s day or how well they are doing in school.



Project based learning
• As a school we have decided to adopt a project based learning approach.  
Children will have the opportunity to investigate key questions whilst developing their curriculum knowledge and learning new skills.

• Project length may vary.  Some might last half a term whilst others will be just a few weeks.

• Where possible projects will be linked to the local community and look at ways of engaging the children in community events and supporting local 
charities.  If you know of any possible links to businesses or charities in the local area please let us know.

• Projects are worked on alongside our partner year group, nursery.  Whilst we are unable to work in class together at the moment, we will share 
ideas and our end outcome together.

• We aim to start each project with an engaging opening experience to enthuse the children and finish it with a purposeful outcome to aim for.

• As far as possible we will link our work across all subjects to this theme.



Our current project 
Our current project question is :  Who am I?

This project’s outcome is to make new friends, and for everyone to feel happy, confident 
and settled into Explorer class.

Our class book is…
This term we will be focussing on settling into school, and getting to 
know each other: sharing information about ourselves, our families and 
our friends. 
We will be reading The Colour Monster: exploring our emotions and 
feelings, and discussing what makes us unique. 



Tapestry
Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal to record photos, observations and comments, in line 
with the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to build up a record of your child’s experiences 
during their time in Explorer class. This system allows us to work with parents and carers to share 
information, and record the children’s play and learning in and outside of the classroom.

What is Tapestry’s website address?
https://eylj.org/
You will receive an activation link via email, then you can set up an account to access your child’s 
Learning Journal.

https://eylj.org/


Homework expectations

They will be asked to:    

• Read at least 3 times a week, sharing stories with your child. When your child starts bringing home reading 
books, please encourage them to read regularly and sign their reading record.

• Practice their phonics. 

• Practice number recognition, e.g. spotting numbers in the environment; singing nursery rhymes; 
watching Numberblocks.

There is no current expectations for children to take homework home, but if the children are working hard 
practicing at home please dojo us a picture, so that we can give them praise and reward with dojo points.



Our School Rules

1. Be Ready
2. Be Respectful
3. Be Responsible

These should be modelled by staff and parents as well as the children. 



Positive Recognition
for ‘above and beyond behaviour

• Learner of the Week (emailed)
• Praise Postcards (emailed)
• Dojo messages
• Phone calls home
• SLT messages

• Please let us know about positive behaviours/achievements that 
happen at home so that we can celebrate them with your child.



Class dojo
• Children earn points for their house linked to good behaviour, homework, trying their best and the quality of work.

• Points are collected at the end of the week to contribute to their class total.

• We aim to update dojo regularly to let you know what is going on in class.  Please check it regularly or turn on 
notifications so that you don’t miss out on messages or finding out about the exciting things your child has been doing 
that day.

• We do our best to respond to messages as quickly as we can, but can’t promise to always be able to answer them.  
However we do always read and action messages.

• Please note that for absences/medical info you do need to go to the office and let them know.  A message on dojo 
cannot be used for this.



PE/Forest school
Monday

Forest School

Friday
PE

When Explorer class have started full time we will be beginning PE & Forest school.

The children need to wear their kit to school on these days.  Please ensure children come to school in kit that is 
appropriate for the colder weather as the term progresses e.g. dark coloured joggers/leggings (no huge logos 
please), PE t-shirt, school jumper and trainers.

A pair of wellies to be left at school for forest school.


	Welcome to �EXPLORER CLASS
	Who is in Explorer class?
	How Has School changed in the light of Covid 19…
	How Has School stayed �the same?
	Project based learning
	Our current project 
	Tapestry
	Homework expectations
	Our School Rules
	Positive Recognition�for ‘above and beyond behaviour
	Class dojo
	PE/Forest school

