
 
Dates for the Diary... 

December 

18.12.19 Christmas Dinner and jumper 

day 

19.12.19 Y5 Christmas play (St Barnabas 

Church 6pm) 

20.12.19 End of Term 2 

January 

6.1.20 Inset Day 

7.1.20 Start of Term 3 

16.1.20 Liberty class assembly 2.45pm 

31.1.20 PTA Quiz night 

February 

4.2.20 World Book Day 

6.2.20 Phoenix class assembly 2.45pm 

12.2.20 PTA Disco 

13.2.20 Visit to Church 

14.2.20 End Term 3 

24.2.20 Inset Day 

25.2.20 Start of Term 4 

St Barnabas Bulletin 
Aspire, Believe—Together Achieve 

We’ve had such a busy term 2. Here is a small snapshot 

of some of our wider learning opportunities over the 

last few weeks ... 

Sporting Success -  There have been so many sporting 

opportunities and celebrations over the term. Our 

group of Year 5 and 6 children were awarded a very respectful 2nd 

place in the recent Athletics Championship. Y1 & Y2 took part in 

the South Glos striking and fielding festival and really impressed with their team spirit 

and sportsmanship. We were also visited by Premier Gymnastics who delivered some    

wonderful Gymnastics teaching to our Upper KS2 children and our highly successful 

football team have been steadily working their way up the leaderboard of the South 

Glos league throughout the term. 

Enrichment - This term brought the start of our new Life-Skills focused   

Enrichment program with its wide range of experiences covering each of 

the following areas: Cooking, First Aid, Forest school, sewing, gardening, 

drama, healthy living workshops and eco-friendly workshops. 

EYFS and KS1 nativity—We were blown away by 

the confidence and clarity of our EYFS and KS1 

children who performed their play proudly;    

sharing their learning with the rest of the school, 

our families and our friends—not once, not twice 

but three times! Our children taught us all a very 

valuable lesson during their entertaining and smile-inducing performances of ‘Whoops-

a-Daisy Angel’  about the importance of thinking of others at this important time of the 

year and being grateful for what we have. 

Life skills trip—Our Endeavour class had an amazing day out earlier in the term at the 

Lifeskills Centre in Bristol. Here the children were able to learn more—through very 

practical role-play and scenarios—about how to assess risk, the importance of staying 

safe both in the home and wider community, what to do in an emergency and how to 

successfully and calmly dial 999 to call for help. 

Bristol Old Vic  - What an amazing performance given to the whole 

school by Bristol Old Vic! The children had an amazing experience and 

were enraptured throughout. 

Christmas shoe box appeal—Thank you so much for all of the         

contributions made towards the show-box appeal this year. Your generous donations 

will truly be appreciated by those less fortunate than ourselves this Christmas. 

As the end of term quickly approaches, I would like to take the opportunity to wish all 

of our children and families the most wonderful and relaxing of times at this very      

special time of the year. Mrs Serle 

Our value for term 3 is:   

  

 

 

 

We will be focusing next term on the 

core value of compassion:                

considering the experiences of others; 

thinking about and how we can help 

others and reflecting on the acts of 

compassion as shown by Jesus.  

 Please talk to your children about the 

meaning of ‘compassion’ and how 

they may be able to show compassion 

towards others both in the local   

community and beyond. 



Useful Information, Celebration and Reminders 

 

A huge congratulations to our newly elected 

school council representatives for this year. This is 

an important role within the school as we 

encourage our council reps to share the 

views of their class with the school staff in 

order to impact directly on the day to day 

life of the school. While the role can only 

go to a few children across the school, 

every child who put themselves forward 

for the role showed courage, strength of 

character and  determination. We are so 

proud of everyone who took the risk! 

 

Norovirus is circulating in South Gloucestershire. Whilst   

levels are no higher than usual for this time of year we're 

seeing outbreaks particularly affecting schools. Norovirus, 

also called the "winter vomiting bug", is a stomach bug that 

causes vomiting and diarrhoea. It can be very unpleasant and 

is highly contagious.  bit.ly/norovirusSW 

 

Good hand hygiene is the best way to stop norovirus and 

give you and your loved ones the chance of a healthy     

Christmas this year. Washing your hands frequently with 

soap and water is the best way to stop it spreading. Alcohol 

hand gels do not kill norovirus. 

 

From the Public Health and Wellbeing Division, we wish you 

a healthy Christmas and a Noro-free New Year! And don’t 

forget, good hand hygiene is for life, not just for Christmas… 

#NoNoro4Xmas 

Our PTA have been busily working away once again this term 

in order to raise funds for the children of the school.  

Over the Christmas period they have: very successfully     

organised and led our Christmas fair; provided refreshments 

and sweet treats at our Nativity performances and wrapped 

over 800 gifts for the Christmas gift shop!  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of our PTA 

members for their ongoing support and hard work. 

Keep your eyes open in the new year for information about 

the PTA quiz night for more fun and fundraising                 

opportunities. Equally, if you think that you 

are able to give an hour of your time to      

support at one of the upcoming events, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch. We 

welcome your help. 

A huge thanks to our wonderful PTA 

Could we please remind all families that 

children are not to use the MUGA at the start 

or end of the school day.  

We also aim to close the school gates at the 

end of the school gates by 3.30pm each day as 

this ensures that the school site is secure for 

children attending clubs or The Zone. We 

therefore ask that, once you have collected 

your child, you leave the playground by 3.25pm 

at the latest. 

Thank you for your support in this and for 

helping keep our children safe. 

Muga and Gate Closures 

School Council 
 

 

Please ensure that your child always has 

a coat in school and an appropriate PE 

kit so that we can make the most of our 

wonderful outdoor space throughout 

the year. We endeavour to go out even 

in the cold and drizzle so we 

must make sure that they 

are always wrapped up nice 

and warm. 

 

 

Our Christmas performances are not yet all finished for the year… 

This Thursday evening we will be enjoying our wonderful Y5 Atlantis class 

performance in St Barnabas church. The 

performance will take place at 6pm and all 

children who are involved are invited to attend 

the church from 5.45pm in order to prepare 

and change. 

We invite all of our Y5 families to come along 

to watch and support our Year 5 team in 

action; they have all been working so hard to 

bring it together and are super excited to share 

it with their families and friends. 

Y5 Christmas Performance 

Coats and Kits 

Norovirus 

http://bit.ly/norovirusSW
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We would like to welcome Mrs Ward to the                  

St Barnabas team. Mrs Ward (who is also our PTA 

Chair) joined the office team earlier this term and is 

really keen to get to know all of our families better in 

the coming weeks. 

I am really pleased to confirm that we will be joined by 

Mr England and Mr Scanlon from Progressive Sports 

in January who will be teaching PE across the school 

during our teacher’s release time as well as supporting 

a range of sporting activities during lunchtimes and 

leading a program of sports mentoring for all of our 

children.  

 

 

 

Giving our children the opportunity to share their worries and 

seek help is really important to us.  

This term we have introduced our very own Worry Monsters 

into the classrooms so that, 

should anyone have a worry they 

would like to talk through, they 

can write it down and feed it to 

the worry monster; trusting that 

their class teacher will 

acknowledge their worry and 

give them the opportunity to talk 

it through discretely and 

respectfully. 

Worry not... 

 

 

 

This Wednesday, our children will be enjoying their 

Christmas dinner (served with a smile by the school staff!).  

If you have not yet booked your Christmas dinner, please call 

the school office to discuss. 

Also, to add to the festive cheer, we are inviting all children to 

come to school wearing their Christmas jumpers and/or 

Christmas hats. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

While Christmas is a very special time of year, it can also be 

a time of great anxiety and stress for adults.  

Domestic Violence and abuse happens in all communities 

and anyone can be a victim regardless of age, race, income, 

religion, sex, disability, culture or sexual orientation.  

It is very common and we also know that it is a very hidden 

crime, with many victims not reporting it to the police. If you 

or a friend need help, support is available. There are people 

who will listen to you and can give you advice on how to 

keep and stay safe. 

Useful contacts and numbers: 

Nextlink: www.nextlinkhousing.co.uk/southglos/ or 

telephone on 0800 4700 280 

Safelink: www.safelinksupport.co.uk 

Kinergy: www.kinergy.org.uk or telephone on 0117 908 

7712  

Help is available this Christmas... 

Don’t forget... 

Warm Welcome... 

From all of the staff here at St Barnabas, 

we wish you all a very 

http://www.nextlinkhousing.co.uk/southglos/
http://www.safelinksupport.co.uk/
http://www.kinergy.org.uk/

